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Please join us for the February program:

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Habitat for Humanity, Father Fred Foundation,
TART Trails

Tuesday, February 28
6:30 PM

History Center of Traverse City
322 Sixth Street
Traverse City, Michigan

Remember the 60’s when many of us were going to change the world?
We joined the Peace Corps and organized soup kitchens. We were join-
ers and change agents. Now we’ve moved to Traverse City and while we
love our community, we still want to be a part of making it even better. But
how do we engage? What programs need help? How can my skills be
utilized? What if | go south for the winter?

Join us to learn about the many, many volunteer opportunities in the
greater Grand Traverse Area. Habitat for Humanity (www.habitatgtr.org)
builds houses with new homeowners to move people out of poverty into
permanent housing. Newcomer Pam Doty-Nation, Executive Director of
Humanity, will share their exciting plans for developing the property just
north of the library and how you can become involved.

Sue Bauer, Volunteer Coordinator of the Father Fred Foundation
(www.fatherfred.org ) , will describe their numerous volunteer
opportunities from greeting clients to working in the clothing and food
bank.

Lee Maynard will describe the valuable contribution the TART Trails
(www.traversetrails.org) make to the community and the breadth of their
volunteer activities.

Mandy Martin, Volunteer Coordinator for Habitat, will explain how to use
the United Way website (www.unitedwaynwmi.org) to see which volunteer
opportunity you would like to pursue.

Many Newcomers are already volunteering and those in attendance will
be asked to introduce themselves and name the agency with which they
volunteer. In future newsletters we’ll highlight individual Newcomers and
why and where they volunteer. Join us to continue the Newcomer tradition
of supporting our community and being agents for change!
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PRESIDENTS’ NOTE
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This month’s Newcomers program (February 28") is
about volunteering. It was my goal when we moved
here to find meaningful volunteer opportunities that
would make the best use of the skills developed over a
working lifetime. It is my privilege to have found such
opportunities in my adopted home, Traverse City.

Yes, volunteering “gives back” but, as important, is the
personal benefit that the giver receives; that is what
keeps me going back for more. To explain what it is all about, here is a quote from
Reverend David Blake, a dynamic speaker at a Rotary meeting last year, who says it
better than | can.

Marshall Persky and Dan Klimaszewski
Co-Presidents

His purpose in life, says Rev. David Blake, is to “change the perception of the cranky,
embittered Senior who’s a “sucker-upper” of joy, not a creator of it. “There are just too
many bitchy, mean-spirited oldsters. And I’'m out to change that.”

Peppering his “Growing Old Gracefully” presentation with humor, song and
storytelling. Blake focused on three tenets to aging gracefully:

e Sense of humor
e Sense of purpose

e Sense of hope
He urged seniors to keep smiling. “You’re responsible for your own joy. Greet each
day with ‘How am | going to create joy for someone today?’” For many years a
Lutheran pastor in Sterling Heights, MI, he now resides in Gaylord. “I wish | was 18
again,” and “You just don’t look good naked any more” were some of the self-styled
tunes pastor Blake warbled while strumming guitar accompaniment. He also stressed
the importance of setting goals for later in life. Being a good husband and neat old
man are his two goals, said Blake. Citing Rotary’s credo of volunteerism, he noted

that One of life’s verities is that Senior volunteers live longer and
happier lives. “We retire from careers, but we don’t retire from life.

Volunteering lends a purpose to life.” In closing, he reminded Rotarians

that having a strong faith is also a fundamental part of people’s lives, and proven to

promote a long, and fulfilling life.

Marshall Persky
Dan Klimaszewski

Do You Have a Field Trip Idea?

I
Thanks to all the members who have had creative ideas for activities, some of which I
have actually become new activity groups such as the Wine Group and the Gun

Club. Recent "one-time" events have included a night at Fustini's, the Men’s Night I
Out Hockey game, and the upcoming Bread Making Class. All of these events are |
what keep the organization active and meeting the interests of our members. As

other ideas for one-time events are identified, please contact Kathy Tuckerman I
(kmtO8@att.net) or Dave Richard (crowbar38@charter.net), Co-Vice Presidents,

before submitting an item for inclusion in the newsletter or as an email to the entire I
membership. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy or Dave. I
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Upcoming Meeting Dates

NEW MEMBER CORNER

Robert and Sandy Ramee
Bloomfield, Ml

April 24: Friends of Sleeping Bear Dunes

1
1
:
1
March 27: Grand Traverse Watershed :
:
May 22: Game Night :

|
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NEWCOMER VOLUNTEERS IN OUR COMMUNITY

Many Newcomers are already volunteering in our community. Here’s a beginning list. We'd
like to grow the list and include you and your activity. To add your name to the list, email
Linda Proffit at lindajproffitt@gmail.com.

David Amos Munson Medical Center, Leelanau Conservancy
Jackie Amos Munson Medical Center

Edie Brown HelpLink

John Daniels Goodwill Industries, TCFF

Andy Gerben Leelaau Conservancy, Father Fred, ShareCare

Jo Anne Gerben Leelanau Conservancy, Bridge Connection, ShareCare
Pat Haber Sleeping Bear National Park—Adopt a Beach

Joe Harris Fresh Food Partnership, Adaptive Sports

Nancy Harris Adaptive Sports

Del Johnson State Theatre, Cherry Festival

Community Lunch for Homeless, Safe Harbor, Cherry
Festival, Film Festival

Dan Kllimaszewski Sleeping Bear National Park—Adopt a Beach

Sis Leake Traverse Symphony Orchestra

Penelope Olson Benzie Co. Animal Shelter

Marshall Persky SCORE, Pavilions Foundation, Noon Rotary, Human Rights
Commission, Third Level Crisis Center

Linda Proffitt Traverse Health Clinic, Leelanau Conservancy, TCFF,
Cherry Festival

Max Proffitt TCFF, Cherry Festival

Faith Sanko Community Meals

Larry Sanko Community Meals

Nora Socks Kids Hope

Nan Strickler Jubilee House

Kathy Tuckerman Sleeping Bear National Park—Adopt a Beach, TCFF

Carol Wasserman Dennos Museum

Ira Wasserman Meals on Wheels

?
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
_ | !
Nancy Johnson Grace Episcopal Church Food Pantry and Friday ?
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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WEBSITE HAPPENINGS

What's new on our website - www.gthewcomers.org? If you’d like to see our Newcomers News
before receiving it in the mail, go to our website soon after the current month’s program. When
you click on our website’s ‘News’ tab, you’ll be able to see all the ‘Newcomers News’ photos in
color, link to any websites listed, or click an email address to send a note to that leader or
contact. As always, if you have any photos, suggestions, comments or questions, contact our
Newcomers webmaster Lynn Huffman at [huffman@gammet.com.
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ACTIVITY GROUPS

BOOK CLUB

Tuesday, February 7, 10:30 AM, 1:00 PM

Please join us the first Tuesday of each month at either
the morning session (10:30 AM) or the afternoon session
(note new time of 1:00 PM). We meet at Horizon Books,
lower level. Lunch at Amical is an option for all members
at around noon. Alternatively, some of the afternoon
group will arrive early and have lunch at Horizon in order
to save tables. Morning group should leave their tables
joined for us! Thanks.

February’s selection is The Loon Feather by lola Fuller.
The remainder of the year we will consider the following:

March: Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand

April: In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson
May: Paris Wife by Paula McLain

June: State of Wonder by Ann Patchett

As an “added value,” before the afternoon session
begins, we will explore some possibilities for downloading
podcasts as a way of accessing more information about
the books and authors we read. Interested morning
members should stay at Horizon after their session to join
in. Bring your iPads, iPods or iPhones to learn how to
download. We aren’t experts (!) but we think we can
muddle through enough to get everyone started!

Carole Wasserman will lead the morning group for the
remainder of the year. Contact Carole at
Ira_wasserman@hotmail.com or 231-922-1581.Terrill
Persky leads the afternoon group and can be reached at
231-922-8153 or terrillpersky@gmail.com.

DINNER OUT

Sunday, February 19

On February 19th we will meet at one of Traverse City's
newest foodie establishments, Xylo Bistro/Cafe. Owned
and operated by Chef Matthew Walheim, Xylo opened in
the warehouse district in March 2011. Chef Walheim is
known to many in this area as the owner of the popular
Silvertree in Suttons Bay, and he has incorporated many
of those favorite menu items at Xylo. Xylo offers Thai
inspired dishes, Eastern European, ltalian, French and
Southwestern items, often with a Michigan twist and
utilizing as many local products as possible. Chef
Walheim and his staff pride themselves on offering items
they enjoy themselves. In addition to the creative and
excellently prepared main menu items, Xylo's dessert
menu, created by Chef Magdalena Bagi, is developing
quite a reputation.

We will meet at Xylo at 5:00 PM on the 19th for

socializing, with dinner seating at 6:00 PM. Xylo regularly
closes at 4:00 on Sundays, so they will be reopening for
our group. We will be ordering from a slightly limited, but
varied menu focusing on small plates, entrees, salads
and desserts. We should be able to seat all who want to
attend, but

reservations are still necessary. Xylo does not yet have a
liquor license, but since the restaurant will be closed to all
but our group, feel free to bring whatever alcoholic
beverages you wish. The restaurant will provide
glassware. Non-alcoholic beverages are, of course,
available. As usual, we will have separate checks.

We hope you can join us for dinner at Xylo. To make your
reservation, contact Brenda and Bob Knaack by February
10th at: knaack222@gmail.com (231-421-3127). Because
they are reopening for us, we need to have a minimum of
25 people attending.

Xylo Bistro/Cafe
221 Garland St., Suite D (between Union and Hall St.)
231-421-9200

xylotc.com

DINNER FOR EIGHT

Eight people will join together at one person’s home each
month (rotating hosting) to enjoy dinner together with
each person or couple contributing to the meal. Join us
for great food and great fellowship. Nancy Johnson has
contacted participants with details. If you'd like to join the
substitute list, contact Nancy (johns526@msu.edu or
231- 668-
9633).

Dr. Richard Bingham “gloves up” to help Sis Leake with an
Italian Cream Cake at Dinner for Eight at the Haber/
Klimaszewski’'s home on January 15.
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ACTIVITY GROUPS

(Continued from page 4)

EUCHRE

Euchre groups meet once a month in each other's homes.
We currently have eight groups. Each group is made up of
three to four tables. Group members change tables and
partners throughout the evening which makes for a lot of
opportunity for lively conversation. Of course, food and
drink are involved. The players within any group are of
varying levels of experience. Euchre, in Newcomers, is a
social, not a competitive event.

We are in need of two individuals to start a ninth
Euchre group. A couple or two singles will do it. If
interested please contact Judy Pelto at
jpelto1@charter.net.

If you have a basic understanding of the game and want to

Here are the players in Euchre Group #2 who scored 19 loners
in December:
First Row: Joe Grant, Patti Custance, Kat Bodette, Georgia
Stoeber, Brad Spencer
Second Row: John Novak, Elaine Novak, Karen Spencer
Third Row: Rick Bodette, Tom Stoeber, Laurie Grant
Photographer: Tom Custance

join in the fun, contact Judy Pelto.

FILM GROUP

Thursday, February 9

The film group is a casual fun group made up of people
who love going to the movies. We attend movies at
different theaters throughout the season and go out for
discussion, food and libations afterwards. The group meets
the second Thursday of every month from September
through May. | may occasionally add an extra film date
during any given month if a film looks interesting and may
not be playing at the time of the regular

scheduled meeting.

Notification as to the film, time and place is emailed to film
group members a few days before the outing. Anyone
interested in joining the group may contact Judy Pelto at
ipelto1@charter.net.

FISHING

Ice conditions have been quite variable because of the mild
winter (as of early January); be careful when venturing out
on lake ice. Steelhead fishing continues throughout the win-
ter and should pick up in late February.

Ice will be forming later than usual on inland lakes. Be
patient and wait for safe ice before you venture out for ice
fishing. Contact one another for fishing opportunities.

Contact Pete Albers, phalbers99@amail.com or 922-7289,
if you are interested in participating in any of the group
activities.

GUN CLUB

For information on the gun club or upcoming activities,
contact Dave Richard at crowbar38@gmail.com or
231-933-0359; or Steve Lauer at
stevelauer12@yahoo.com.

MEN’S BOOK CLUB

Monday, February 27, 10:00 AM

The group will meet February 27 at 10:00 AM at Horizon
Bookstore, lower level. February’s selection will be Crisis
Caravan: What's Wrong with Humanitarian Aid by Linda
Polman.

Upcoming selections are:
March: A Moveable Feast by Ernest Hemingway
April: City of Thieves by David Benioff

Contact George Kobernus, 231-933-9321 or
gkkobernus@chartermi.net for more information.

MEN’S BREAKFAST

Wednesday, February 8, 9:00 AM

This group meets at the Omelette Shoppe next to the Wild
Birds Unlimited store in Campus Plaza every second
Wednesday of the month at 9:00 AM. We meet all year
around and always meet regardless of the weather. Bring
all the testosterone you can muster.

Contact George Kobernus at gkobernus@chartermi.net or
933-9321.

MIXED PARTY BRIDGE

(Continued on page 6)
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ACTIVITY GROUPS

(Continued from page 5)

Ira Wasserman is the new leader of Mixed Bridge group.
Contact Ira at ira_wasserman@hotmail.com for more
information.

NEWCOMERS NEEDLERS

February 2 and 16, 1:00-3:00 PM

Join us twice a month for a couple of hours of uninterrupted
knitting, crocheting, needlepoint or rug hooking. Our
low-key group enjoys working on our projects in the
company of others. Come with a project, or just to network
(or “knitwork”). If you need help, someone is probably able
to assist you.

We meet on the first and third Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 PM, at
Aroma’‘s Coffee Shop (http://www.aromascoffeeshop.com/)
at Kid‘s Creek shopping center on Division, just south of
14" Street.

Have questions, want to be on the email list, or just want to
let us know you'll be there? Contact Robbin Stott,
rstott@chartermi.net or 932-1709 for information.

OUT-TO-LUNCH BUNCH

Wednesday, February 8 1:00 PM

The Out-to-Lunch Bunch will go to lunch on Wednesday,
February 8, at 1:00 PM at Xylo, 221 Garland Street, in the
Warehouse District. Interested “lunchers” will play Mah
Jongg after lunch, so feel free to bring your sets or cards.

Contact Sis Leake, sisleake@charter.net or
231-929-7036, by Monday, February 6 for reservations.

POKER

Tuesday, February 7, 1:00 PM

The poker group meets the first Tuesday of the month, with
winter hours of 1:00 — 4:00 PM and summer hours of 6:30 —
9:30 PM. The group meets on a rotating basis at each
member’s home. The game is small stakes to keep the
game and conversation fun and friendly. The host merely
has to provide the home and setup, while members bring
snacks and drinks.

The February meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 7,
from 1:00 to 4:00. Mike Clear will be hosting. Please
contact Mike if you plan to attend. Mike's email is
mikclear@charter.net.

The poker group coordinator is Mike Huffman. His phone
number is 517-655-3374 and his email is
wdcspike@yahoo.com.

SNOWSHOE/CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

Saturday, February 18, 11:00 AM

Weather permitting, we will go to the trails at the back of
The Village at Grand Traverse Commons on February 18 at
11:00 AM for a winter outing. We will go to Sleders, 717
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Directions: Go south on U.S 31, turn right on 11th Street and
go into the Commons area. After going a block past EImwood
Drive, stay left. Continue to the Traverse Bay Intermediate
School District building, 1101 Red Drive. Turn right into the
parking lot behind the building, where we will meet.

If you’ll join us, or have questions, contact Ira Wasserman,
I[ra_Wasserman@hotmail.com or 231-922-1581.

VOLUNTEER AT THE STATE THEATRE
Wednesday, February 8, 2:30 PM

Thursday, February 16, 2:30 PM

State Theatre Volunteers: Join us as we work in the
concession area, take tickets, sweep floors, usher, run
errands, and sometimes we even get to watch the movie.

Free popcorn and pop, a voucher for another movie, and
tokens for the parking ramp complete the experience. Our
afternoon shift is sometimes slow and sometimes busy. Give it
a try and perhaps you might like to move to a busier time on
your own. You are more than welcome to remain at this less
active level too.

We have two shifts per month and you may choose the one
you prefer. We work on the first Wednesday and the third
Thursday of each month from 2:30 PM until 5:15 PM. Our
February dates are Wednesday, February 7 and Thursday,
February 15. Join us for dinner afterwards if you have time.

Space is limited, so please sign up via email with Nancy
Johnson. Contact Nancy at johns526@msu.edu or
231-668-9633 if you would like to be added to the list of
potential volunteers.

WINE GROUP

Tuesday, February 7, 4:00 PM

On Tuesday, February 7, at 4:00 PM, we will visit Left Foot
Charley Winery (www.leftfootcharley.com). The winery is
located in Building 53 located behind Building 50 in The
Village at Grand Traverse Commons (formerly the old
Traverse City State Hospital).

The good news, in addition to the fun of tasting wines, eating,
and socializing, is that we will not have to leave Traverse
City!!

The cost of the tasting is $5.00 a person and includes six
tastes. We will also tour the winery. A Ploughman's Lunch
(meat, cheeses, nuts and bread) will be available for a cost not
yet determined, but no more than $7 a person.

Reservations need to be made with Edie Brown,
ediebk@gmail.com or 231-883-6337 (cell), no later than
February 4.
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Volunteering Opportunity — Fox Island Lighthouse

For those of you who are boaters and have an interest in history and lighthouses, here is a great
opportunity. The Fox Island Lighthouse Association is a small non-profit all-volunteer organization
doing restoration/stabilization work on seven buildings on South Fox Island, 16 miles off Leelanau
County in Lake Michigan. Two of the buildings are lighthouses, one building dates to 1867 and the
other relocated to South Fox in 1934. Volunteers make as many trips to the island as possible in the
boating season. It is a real journey as there is no dock or harbor at the island and boats must be
anchored offshore. Their boat captains have made the trip many times and put safety first.

The organization meets monthly in Traverse City and the public is invited to the meetings. In addition to
opportunities to help with the restoration, they are currently looking for a webmaster, a membership
coordinator (they have a small membership) and a bookkeeper to do monthly financial statements for
the Board of Trustees.

For more information go to: www.southfox.org.

Travel Group — Looking Ahead

We have summarized the evaluations from those who went with Newcomers to Chicago. The
trip proved to be a real winner and the results are quite interesting. (The ratings indicated
below reflect the highest number of responses.)-

Pleased with going by train 100% Good/High
Pleased with hotel accommodations 100% Good/High
Pleased with overall hotel services 100% Good/High
Pleased with hotel’s location 100% Good/High
Recommend same hotel for future 100% Good/High
Pleased with the daily Hospitality Hour 93% Good/High
Sufficiently entertained during stay 100% Good/High
Return trip to Chicago in 20129 64% Good/High
Prefer different destination in 2012 50% Good/High; 43% Avg
No 2012 trip, plan trip for 2013 9% Good/High; 21% Poor
Travel by air to farther destination 43% Good/High
Travel Sept. 15 to Nov. 15 31% Good/High; 31% Avg
Travel Oct. 31 to Dec. 10 (no holiday travel) 9% Good/High
Under $300 per person 50% Good/High
Under $600 per person 64% Good/High
Under $900 per person 36% Good/High
Under $1,500 per person 6% Poor
Destination ideas: Toronto (6), New York (3), Washington, D.C. (2), Montreal (2)
Columbus, OH (1), Cruise (1)
. Return to Chicago in Dec. 2012 to see Book of Mormon- 9 responses

©CoNoOOhwWN =

As you can see, these results will be extremely helpful in planning for the coming year. If you
would like to help plan the next adventure, please email Dennis Stockemer,
dstockemer@comcast.net, or Pat Haber, pathaber@gmail.com. We will certainly keep you
posted.

NEWCOMER ARTISTS’ WORK ON DISPLAY

Stefanie Hanson and Sharlene Kruger, two Newcomer members, have art pieces
displayed in the Northwest Michigan Regional Juried Exhibition at The Dennos Museum
Center, 1701 East Front Street (www.dennosmuseum.org). The exhibition will is available
until April 1.
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P atronize our
sponsors

Architectural Elements
Woodworking & Design Studio
13975 S. Robinson Rd., TC
231-995-9700
Associates in Family Dentistry
Joseph M. Stayman, D.D.S.
10850 E. Traverse Hwy, TC
946-9644
Banfield Pet Hospital
2544 Crossing Circle (next to
PetSmart), TC 922-9844
Bob’s Furnace Services
2282 Cass Rd., TC 941-4064
Brian N Feeney, DDS PC
Family Dentistry
Copper Ridge, Bldg. A, TC
946-2497
Cartridge World
3311 S. Airport Rd., TC
231-590-0272
Chemical Bank
10691 E. Carter Rd., TC
941-4578
The Copy Shop - Printers
713 E. 8th St.,, TC
947-2080
D&W Mechanical
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
1266 Industry Dr. Ste. A, TC
231-941-1215
The Dance Center
225 E. 14th St.,, TC
947-6820

Dennis, Gartland & Niergerth

Business and Financial Advisors
415 Munson Ave
Traverse City, Ml 49686
231-946-1722
www.dgncpa.com

Dennos Museum Center
1701 E. Front St., TC
995-1055

Gaudette & Co CPAs
1107 East 8th St., TC
946-8930

Goodyear Auto Service Center
436 W. Front St., TC
922-2600

G.T. Ophthalmology Clinic, PC
929 Business Park Dr., TC
947-6246

Grand Traverse History Center
322 Sixth St., TC
995-0313

Grand Traverse Resort & Spa
231-534-6750, 1-888-437-2772

Grand Traverse Children’s Clinic
3537 W. Front St., Ste. G
Traverse City

935-8822

Interlochen Center for the Arts
4000 S. M-137 Hwy.
Interlochen, Ml
231-276-7200

Kids Creek Children’'s Clinic
5024 North Royal , TC
935-0555

Mary Kay Cosmetics
Pat Westbrook 929-1830
333 W. Grandview Pkwy, TC

Munson Healthcare Regional
Foundation
935-6482
Music House Museum
U.S. 31 North, Acme
938-9300
Northwest Michigan College
Extended Educational Services &
Life Academy (Classes for adults
over 50)
231-995-1700
Oleson's Food Stores
Hammond Rd. & 3 Mile and
3850 N. Long Lake Rd. TC
947-1900/947-6510
Old Town Playhouse
148 E. Eighth St., TC
947-2210, ext. 3
Oryana Nat. Foods Coop Mkt.
260 East Tenth, TC
Pizza Hut
3030 US 31 South, TC
947-2077
Precision Plumbing & Heating
2829 Cass Rd., T.C.
231-947-0100 or
231-275-5273
Recycle Smart
www.recycyclesmart.info
Recycle Hotline 941-5555
Rehmann Financial
Erickson Braund
107 S. Cass St., Suite A, TC
231-946-3230
Reynolds-Jonkhoff
Funeral Home
305 6th St., TC
947-6347

State Farm Insurance
Mark Newhouse
933-5400
Stone Mountain Carpets
Charlie Stiehl
800-786-6333
Style North—Brooke Murphy
3301 S. Airport Rd
(Across from G.T. Mall)
231-590-8667
The Mom’s Club of Grand
Traverse Area
www. TheMomsClub.net
Traverse City Record Eagle
Newspaper
946-2000

The Newcomers Club of Grand Traverse
C/O Barb Palazuk - Membership
10719 Shrewbury

Traverse City, Ml 49684
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